THE GOLDEN MIDDLE AGE

use. (The material, however, of the evening lesson was chosen
for moral and religious edification, closing with the sixth
Penitential Psalm and the Lord's Prayer.)1

Thus coldly stated, and robbed of the magic of Bernard's voice,
it sounds an unexciting curriculum. But those who passed
through it did not find it so, and it is interesting to reflect that
one result of Bernard's emphasis on the worth of the classics
to be ends and not means, was to produce a school which was
one of the very few in all the world's history to pursue know-
ledge for its own pure sake alone. It is no wonder that Chartres
was quickly outstripped in the educational race by Paris and
Orleans. It was too uncompromisingly fine and delicate an
instrument of education to survive in a naughty world.

5. Cornificius
Not the thoroughness of Chartres but the glibness of Paris
held the keys of the immediate future, and to the chagrin and
confusion of the Arts, Dialectics became everywhere victorious.
The consequences for scholarship can be seen by providing a
miniature biography of a mythical worthy called Cornificius,
whom the real scholars of the twelfth century were never tired
of abusing and deriding.
Centuries before, Donatus had written a biography of Virgil,
which all medieval scholars read as a matter of routine. In the
course of it Donatus turned aside to castigate an empty-headed
detractor of Virgil called Cornificius. Cornificius in life had
been of no importance to anyone but himself; but he gave his
name to a numerous and a mighty progeny in the twelfth
1 Metakgicus I. C. XXIV. Tr. C. H. Raskins. The Renaissance of the
Twelfth Century, pp. 135, 136.
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